4.                          ERNEST  RENAN                    CHAP.
M. Paul Bourget saw much deeper than M. de Vogue into the nature of the man whom he was studying when, in his Psychologic Con-temporaine, he pointed out that le soi-disant revolte appeared in his true light as a thinker, profoundly religious, religious in his very heart of hearts. M. Bourget gave us English the credit of having discovered this, because Renan was invited to give the Hibbert Lectures in 1880, but, alas! the public of the Hibbert Lectures is not quite so large as our friendly critic would appear to think.
I have no pretension to write anything in the nature of a biography of Renan. There were many sides of his life, and there must have been many important circumstances in it, about which I know nothing ; nor am I acquainted with some of his writings upon special subjects, such as the literary history of France in the fourteenth century, nor with his labours on Semitic Inscriptions. What I have to say however will, I think, be most conveniently said if fitted on to a biographical framework, and such facts or dates as I give will be correct as far as they go. I have just as little inclination to attempt anything in the nature of a controversial work, for the composition of which neither my studies nor my tastes at all qualify me. What I desire